Heart bleedings for Profeffors abomsinations,

exprefly tels us, all enemies muft be fubdued under his feet,Pfal.i 10,
. 1.Pfal.8.6.1Cor. 15,245 25. Heb.2. 6,7, which is not yec effe&ed
for Chrifts enemies, viz. the Devill, Siune, Babylon, Antichrift , the op:
pofite oppreffing ciuill powers of the world, deatb, and the grave,, and the
rule and authority they bear rule with,arenot yec wholly by Chrift -
put downe, therefore the Office of his Mediatorfhip fill flands in
force ; Hence we may fafely conclude. :
~ Firft, Thatif Chriftbea fubftantiall Mediator, truly fpirituall,
-his Gofpel then, which he and his Apoftles hath declared, is nota
bare outward Relation, Hiffory, or carnal Letter,buta {piritual and
fubflantial Truth and Myftery, containing the whole Minde, Will,
and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and pradtife

throughout all Ages. , ; '
. Secondly , 1t muft needs be as durable as the Mediator is , for the

Law of Chrifts Pricfthood is as durable as the Priefthood it felfe, the
Law depending upon the Pricfthood ; for the change of the Priefle
hood and Law goes together, and fo the Priefthood of old being
changed, the Law then, and not till then was changed alfo, Heb. 7.
18. So when Chrifts Priefthood ischanged, then the Law of chat
| Priefthood, and not till then fhall be changed alfo,
. Thirdly, It muft alfo be granted, That .the Scriptures which
doe declare this great myfterie of Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel, be
the holy Seriptures, and the infallible Word of God, for it could
never have entred into the heart of man to have knowne or ma-~
nifefted thofe hidden myfteries, had not God himfelfe by his
. owne Word revealed them from Heaven ; now the Scriptures
are Gods Word, declaring his minde, making knowne his Coun-
cel, being able to make the pecple of God wife unto [alvation through
faith which is in Chrift Fefus , being given by the infpiration of God,
and are profitable for Dodirine, for Reproofe, for Correction, for Infbrucii-
on in Rigbteoune(fe, that theman of God may be perfect, throughly furni=
fbed unto all good works , 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. and therefore nct to be
flighted and undervalued, asa dead Letter, a bare Hiftory, a carnall
empty Story. Therefore dearely beloved brethren, we beg and in-
treat you,and every one that loves his foule, to feare and trembleat
thethoughts of {lighting and defpifing Chrift and his Gofpel, or
' any one of his laws, or holy commandements revealed in his word,
for know that Gsd will fet bis Son upon kis boly Hill of Sion, Pfal. 2.8.
and will call all bis enemies that wgl Hot bave him to reigne over. them,
3. = and
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and flay them before bim. He is to be received to rule over us as King, |

as well as to be an oblation for fin, asheisa Prieft and Sacrifice, {o
alfo a Propbet and a King , to teach and govern his people,, being the
author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him, Therefore. that
man that deparceth from the way of {ubjetion to Chrift in hig holy
Commandements & Ordinances, refafeth Chrift co be his Lord yand
King, and judges bimfelfe unworthy of eternall life 5 Wherefore we in
tender compafflion to your foules,and zzal for che glory of God,doe

2 bCfCﬁCh & exhort you, that you ﬁﬂl k.cep (hC hOIy comman”dﬁmen s,

as they were delivercd unto you, that you doe {hew the fanse djlj-
gence to the end(for he that cndureth to the end (hal] be faved ) that
yeﬁand faft; and earnefily contend for the faith oncedelivered to
the Sainte, that no man take your crown from you, and that you
take heed that you be not led afide with che workers of iniquity.Q
let none of us dally with the wayes of God , left we be gi
the error of the wicked, even to thofe horrible delufions betore
mentioned,for God is a juftand holy God. O that God would give,
his pecplethis wifdome in all Nations to keep his holy commande-
ments, for holinefs becomes his houfe for ever ; O that Gods feve- |
rity might prevaile wich all that profefle his name, to fearch their .
owne hearts, leaft not receiving the truth in thelove theceof, they
given up to ftrong delufions to believe a lye, left they making (in
their work and pleafure, God make condemnation to be thejr Wa-
ges, and difannulling their league with hell and death, he pull them .
down from the top of their vanity, whether they have above the
heights of the clouds exalted themfelves, and laugh at their defbructi-
on, and mock when their feare comes. ;
_0b. But many may be ready to obje&, that thofe who haye faln .
into fuch defperate abominations, were fometimes members of cur
Congregations, and from thence are apt to contemin our profeifion,,
and queftion whetbher our way be of God or no, faying, you fee-
what your judgement leads to.

Sol. Inanfwer to this we fay, .

1. Thatitisagreat miftakero judge that thofe perfons wereall -
of cur focieties, for this we can clearly evince , thac many , if not
meft of them were never members with s, :

2. Suppefe they had been all of us ( which yetisnotfo ) yet we .
fagthat none may thence reafonably condemn our profeflion, nor

Jour {elves {cruple it, as not of God, which we doubt not » but they

will confefle, if chey confider. , 1. Thac,
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2. Thefpirit of God forefceing fuch things (hou!

B s

Heart bleedings for Profeffors abominations, -
" 1. That from the undeniable truths 0£God, and from the Chur-
ches gathered immediately by the holy Apoﬂchs \t_ﬁem(e[l!;;sh E?vll:l::h
by all are granted to be the pureft ) many profeffors have gone
aftray, and faln into great condemnation : Hymenzus and Alexan-
der made thipwrack of faith and a good confcience, 1 Tim. 1. 19.
affirming ( as many of thefe in our dayes doe ) that the refurre&i-

‘on was paft already , deftroying the faich of tome, 2 Tim. 2. 18.

feverall in Corinth denying any refurretion at all, 1 Cor. 15,12,
others falling into very great abominations s ‘Fude tells us, verf. 4.
That there were cértair men crept in unawares , being of old ordained to
this condemmation , wngodly men , turning the grace of God into lufcivi-
oufnsffe , and denying the onely Lord God , and our Lord Fefus Chrift.
To add one inftangemore forall ¢ Jobn faich ). Little children it is
the laft time , and a you bave beard that Antichrift [ball come , even n:w
are there many Antichrifts , whereby we know that it is the laft time ; they

went ot from us, but they were not of usy Joh,2.18,19. .
1d be, that we.

might not be flumbled when they come to paffe, hath exprelly fore-
told them ; As to the Eiders of Epbefus, A&s 20. 28 ; 29 , 30. faith
Paulby the Spirit , Takebeed to fred the Church of God which be bath.
purchafed with.bis vwne bloud 5. for 1 know this 5 that after my departing,
Jball grievons Wolves enter in among you , not fparing the flock : Alfo,
of your felves (ball men_arife [peaking perver e things to draw awdy di [~
ciples after thems fo alfo by che Apoftle Peter, 2 Pet. 2. 15 2. &,
There fhall be ( faithhe) falfe ceachers among you, who privily
fhall bring in damnable herefics, denying the Lord that boughe
them, and bring upon themfelves {wifc deftruftion, and many (hali
follow their pernicions or lafcrvious. wayes ; by reafon of whom
the way of truth fhall be evill fpokenof: Fude excites the Saints to -
remember the words of the Apoftles of our Lord Jefus , how they
foretold there fhould be mackers in thelaft time, who (hould walk
after their own ungodly lufts, fepera‘ing themfelves, fenfual, having |
ver( 17518, 19. and from whom (hall they feparate, |
but from the. crue Churches of Je{us Chrift, profifling the faith of .
Chrift, and being baptized in his nafe (the Sciiprure no where ap- -
proving any other Churches, that we read ot ) Paulalto tells Timo- -
thy , the time would come (and furcly thofe prophelies arenow fal-

filled ) when they would nit endure [ound doftrine,but after their own Lufts,
: beap v

not the Spirit,
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“beap to themfelves teachers, baving itching eares , that [hould turne away

their ears from the truth, giving beed unto fables. e

3. God in his wifdome permits thefe things,that thofe which are
approved may be made manifeft, and thofe that feeme to be what
they are not, may be difcovered ;5 for hypocrites have an.d will be
creeping into the Church (and that no marvel, for Satan himfelfe i
transformed into an Angel of Light ) but becaufe they reccive not
the truth in the love thereof , God fends them ftrong delufions that
they (hould believe a lye, that they all may be damned, who belieys
not the truth, but have pleafure in unrighteoufnefle, 2 Theff. 2. 10,
11, 12,&e. 1 ?ob. 2.18, 19.

4. Wee cannot wonder that thofe who draw neer to God in the
vifible profeflion of his Name, being deftitute'of the power of god-
lines,do thus fall away:for God will be fan&ified in them that draw
nigh to him, either in making them conformable to his Will to the
praife of his grace,or elfe in difcovering their falkood,hypocrifie &
madnefs, making them dreadfull examples of his wonderfull feveri-
ty, to the glory of his Juftice. Nadab and Abibn, for offering ftrange
fire, which the Lord commanded not , were deftroyed by fire from
Heaven, Lev.10.1, 2, 3. The Lord himfelfe proclaimes from Heaven,
that his wayes are righteous, 8 the juft thall walk in them,but tran{-
greflors fhall fall therein, Hof.14.4%. The narrow path of the Saints
righteous walk,fuits not with the licentious principles and interefts

- of carnal men,and though finners may bein Sion for a time, yet fear

furprifes them,and by reafon of the purity & brightnes of the wayes
of God, they cannot abide therein , but caft Chrifts yoke from their
necks, becaufe it will not be fubfervient to their owne Iufts. A re-
markable example of Gods feverity againft thofe that fometimes
profefled the truth,whofe hearts were not right before God, we may
fec in Fudas, and in Ananias, and Sappbira, who for lying againft the
holy- Ghoft were fuddenly deftroyed , to the great feare of all the
Church of Chrift : As in nature the corruption of the beft things, is
the greateft corruption, fo thegreater profeflion men make of the
truth, when once they be corruch » they fall into the groffeft abo-
minations. The truch is, this is Mo ground to fufpe& our profeffion,
becaufe {ome fall from it , for who is it that fins the unpardonable
fin, but one that profeffed the truth of the Gofpel, 7ob. 1.5, 6. Who
are thole that are twice dead, plucked upby the roots 2 except thofe
that ty profeflion were formerly alive in the truth, ’ 3

Fifthly,



AT ———. ———E

Heart bleedings for Profeffors abominationss

Fifthly,and laftly,Wedo acknowledg,though fome eminent Pros-

feffors of the fame truch with us have faln fouly(which hath been the

occafion of much gricfe to us) yet it hath been hicherto,and we hope

ever (hall be our care ( as they have been by the righteous judgement

of Goddifcovered )according to our duty to put them from amongf

us,endeavouring to prefer ve our {elves frony all iniqgitie,an‘d not to
r

have fellow(hip with the unprofitable works of darknefs,but rather

to reprove them: We conclude this,, faying of them that are gone -

from us,and faln into fuch notorious wickednefs,as Fobn faich,They
went from s, becaufe they were not of us , for if they bad been of us , no
doubt they would bave continued with us, but they. went out from us, that.
they might be manifeft not to be of us. _

1f any fhall judge what we have here declared doth {avour of un-
charitablenefs, rigidnes, cenforioufnes & bitternes of fpirict to them
that diffent from ue, we defire all fuch ferioufly to take notice, thac
true loveand charity is noz the foothing of any in their fins,the hea-
ling of wounds {lightly, the crying peace, peace, when fudden de-
ftru&ion is at hand ;it is not the daubing with untempered morter,
but it is a true love to the Truth,and co all for the Truths fake,con-
fifting in plainne(s and fimplicity, engaging us to endeavour the re-
floring of them that are faln, eo'pull them as brands out of the fire,
to contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints , to note fuch.
perfons that walk diforderly, to endeavour the preferving of them
that are found in the faith. e ‘ s A

While fome men cry out againft us for uncharitablenefs,in crying
down fin and finful pra&ifes,O how uncharictablein truth are they,
that can (uffer God to be difhonoured , his Sonne to be vilified, his.
Truth trampled underfoor, his Ordinances {lighted, and their own,
and thoufands of poor fouls in danger of being utterly feduced 5 to
their own deftru&ion, and yet have not a heart to relent for fuch
pra&ifes, nor a tongue to plead againft them,whereby others might.
be forewarned of their fwift appoaching danger 5 our confciences
bear witnes,that the honour of God,the love of hisTruthyzeal for his
Name, and if poffible, the faving of fouls from death, hath been the
prevailing argument with us, thus to exprefs our felves; befeeching
the God and Father of our Lord Jefus, that by the fame power
which raifed him from the dead, he would make this inftrumentall

to confirm thofé who yet abide in the truth,to reftore all the fimple”

in heart, who are ready to turne afide from the voyce of the true

Shepherd, and to follow firangers, and the cunning {leights and de-
7 : ‘ , 7 wices
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