





OF FAITH

:‘% Of thofe CrurcHEs which arg
:-;g commonly (though falfly ) cal- /

led ANABAPTISTS;

G O D, to cxamine by the touchftone of the Word™
of Truth As likewife for the taking off thofe
afperfions which are frequently both in Pulpit and
Print, (although unjuftly) caft upon them.

AcTs 4. 20.
~o Wee cannos but [peake the things which wee have feene andbeard.

I S A I 8 20, :
To the Law and to the teftimony , if they [peake not according to
. this Rule, 1t &5 becaufe there is no light in them. .
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2 Cor.1. 9, 10. '

But wee hadthe [entence 9] F death in onr felves , that wee ﬂmdd not
truft in our [etves, bt in the living God, which raifeth the dead
who delivered us from [o great a deatb, aml dotb deliver, in whom

wee truft that be will yet deliver.

_ LONDON,
Printed in the yeare of our Lordgx 6 4 4
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ALL THAT DESIRE
The lifting up of the Name of the

Lorp Jesus in finceritic, the poore defpi-
fed Churches of God in London fend greeting,
with prayers for their farther increafe in the
knowledge of CHRIST JEsUS.

S EE gueftion not but that it will feeme firange to many men,
e that fuch as wee are freqriently termed to be, lying under that
|| calmmny and black brand of Heretickes » and fowers. of di=
Q vifion as wee doe , [bould prefume 1o appeare o publickly
& 110w wee bave dome : But yer notwithftanding. wee may well
ES AR (1), 10 give anfiver to fuch, what David faid to bis brothers
when the Lords battell was a fighting, 1Sam.29.30. Is there nota caufe?
Surely if ever people had caufe to fpeake for the vindicavion of the traeth of
Chrift i7 their bandsy wee bave, that being indecd the maine wheele as this
time that fers us aworke 5 for bad any thing by men been tranfatted againft
osr perfons onely , wee could ¢ ietly have fitten filly and commiitted our Canfe
+0 bim who is a righteous Fudge, who willin the great day judge the fecrets of
allmens bearss by Jefus Chrift : But being it 45 nor onely us,, but the Truth pro-
feffed by ws soee cannoty wee dare wot but [peake 5 3t 35 10 [trange thing to any
obferving man, what fad chagges are laidy not onely by the world,, that know
sot Gody but alfo by thofé that thinke themfelves much wrongedy if they be not
Iooked upom as the chicfe Worthies of the Church of Gody and W atchmen of the
Citie : But it bath furedwith vs from them, a4 from the poore Spoufe Jeeking
ber Beloved, Cant. 5. 6,7. They finding ws out|of that common voad-voay
themfelves walke, have fmose ws and takers aw ay our waile 5 that fo wee may by
them be revowsmsnded odious in the ejes of all that behold wi, and in the bearts
of all that thinke upon. s , which they-have done both in Pulpis and, Priit
charging s with bolding, FrecewillyF alling-avwa) from grace, denying Origi=
nall finne, difclaiming of Magifiraty, denying 1o affift them cither-in per ons
. Az ar

e S R L il O I L iy s 5 A it




' To all Chriftian Readers.

6? p;*fé?n a1y of their Lawofiull Commandsy doing alts unfeemly in the difpen=

¢ Ordinance of Baptifmes mot to be named among$ Chriftians : All
ﬁigic;abeargu wee Zij&lgir;z{; as notorionfly unirue, though by reafon of thefe
caliemics caft supomus 5 many that feare God are difconraged and fireftalled
in bgrbouring 4 good tzought,eitber of ut or what wee Profeffe s and many that
kuovo'not God incouraged., if they ‘can finde the place "fm"méetmg,‘ toget
sogether in Clufters to ftone us-, & looking upon ws a5 a people bolding fiech

thingsy as that wee are not worthy o live : Weebave therefire for the cleering

of the truth wee profeffe, that it may be at libertie, though wee be in bonds,,
briefly Imbléﬂvedp; Confeffion of onr Faith, as defiring all thas feare God, Jeri=
oufly 10 confider whether ( if they compare what wee bere [y and confeffe in the
prefence of the Lord Jefus and bis Saints menhave not with their tongues in
Pulpity and pens in Print, both fpoken and written things that are contrary to
truth 5 but wee know our God in bis owne time will cleere onr Canfe, and lifi
wp bis Sonne to make bim the chicfe corner~ftone 5 though be bas been ( or now
foouldbe ) rejected of Mafter Builders. And becanfé it may be conceived, that
wbat is bere publi(bed, maybe byt tb;;idgemem of fome one particular Conm
gregationy mare vefined then the reft 5 Wee doe therefore bere Jubferibeir, fome
of each body in the name , and by she appointment of feven Congregations,
#ho though wee be duftintt in vefpett of ooer particular bodies, for conveniency
Sake, being as many a5 can well meete together in one dplace, et ave all one in
Communion, bolding Fefus Chrift tobe our bead z:d Lord 5 wnder whofe go=
vernment voee defire alone 10 walke , in following the Lambe whereficver he
goeths and wee beleeve the Lord will daily caufe trouth more 10 appeare in the
hearts of bis Saints , and make them afbamed of their folly in the Land of
‘@heir Nativitie 5 that fo. they may with one fhoslders more fludie to lifs up the
WNagme of the Lord Fefutsy and ftand fir bis appointments and Lawes ; which
@8 the defives and prayers of the contemned Churches of Chri ift in London
Sor-all Saints.

Subfcribed in the Names of feven Churches in London.
william Kiffen. . | Thomas Shippard. | Thomas Killcap.
Thomas Patience. | Thomas Munday. Paul Hobfon.
Jobn Spilsbery.  \Thomas Gunne. | Thomas Goare.
’ggbrg‘e Tippl.fgu . ?Gbﬂ eMabbatt. ]afep Pf)el‘pgs.
Samuel Richardfon. Jovn webk. + \Edward Heath.
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Of Farth, of thofe Churches
i which. are commonly (thdughfalﬂ}r)

called ANABAPTISTS:

8¢ 23 ‘
2 Hat G o D as be is in himfelfe, cannot
AY be comprehended of any but himfelfe,
/ || *dwelling in that inacceffible light, that
474 no eye can attaine unto, whom never man
= {aw, nor can fee 3 that there is but® one
= God, one Chrift, one Spirit, one Faith,
one Baptifme ; ¢ one Rule of holinefle and obedience for

all Saints, atall times, in all places to be obferved.

- : I1. Jiier :

That God is *of himfelfe, that is, neither from ano-
ther, nor of another, nor by another, nor for another
® But js a Spirit, who as_his being is of himfelfe, fo he
gives ¢being , mov«in‘g,,. and prefervation to all other
things, being in him tife eternall, moft holy, every way
infinite in? greatncﬂ'e,wifdome,powcr, juftice,goodnefle,
truth, &c. In this God-head, there is the Father, the
Sonne, and the Spirit; being every onc of them one and
the fame Godj and therefore not divided, but diftingui-
fhed one from another by their feverall properties the
e Father being from himfelfe, thef Sonne of the Father
from everlaftinig, the holye Spirit proceeding fromthe
Father and the Sonne.
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2T Tim.6,16. \

b1Tim, 2.5.

Eph,4.4,5,6

1 Cor.12.4,5,
6,13.

Iohn 14.chap.

¢1 Tim. 6. 3,

613,1,14.
al.1.8 s

ZTim.3.,lg,

a Efa 44. 67,
& 43.11.

& 46.9.

b lobn 4, 24.
¢ Bxod.3.14.

dRom.11.36.
A&. 17. 28..

er Cor. 8, 6.

FPro8.22,23.

Heb. 1.3.
lohn1. 18,
gz loh.1¥%, 26.
Gal.4. 6.
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~ Rom.1r, 34

. Roms a isthatwhereby he declares that alone which he hath de-

4Eph.1.3.4,
6,7

o

< ¢ Pfal.g9. 20.

~ ez Pet. 2. 4.

The ConfefSion of Faith.
e BRI G ¢ 5T s sty
«Efa.46.70.  That God hath *decreed in himfelfe from everlafting
1-3% touching all things, effe@ually to work and difpofe them
Mastoag o "according to the counfell of his owne will, tothe glory
bEph.r.1r.  of his Namesinwhich decree appeareth his wifdome,con-~
¢Col2.3.  francy, truthand faithfulneffe s © Wifdome is thatwhere-
dNum.13.19, Dy he contrives all things ; ¢ Conftancy is that whereb
;0- e the decree of God remaines alwayes immutable; ¢ Trut
c jere % .
- creed, and though his fayings may feeme to found {ome-
fEfa.44.10. times another thing, yet the fenfe of them doth alwayes
;345> agree with the decree ; f Faijthfulneffe is that whereby he
2Tim.1.9. cffe@s that he hath decreed, as he hath decreed. And
pos13.48.  touching his creature man, ¢ God had in Chrift before
b Jude ve?f the foundation of the world, according to the good pleas

R&&. fure of his will, forecordained fome men to eternall life
om.9, 1 ',

G 2 throu%h Jefus Chrift, to the praife and glory of his
13 : . < =
Prov,16.4. grace," leaving the reft in their finne to. their juft con-
aCGTn;*-CIl;aP- emnation, to the praife of his Juftice. :
Ol, 2. . . IV
Heb.11.3, SETS . .
Efa. 4%, 12, *In the beginning God made all things very %OOd’
bOm.12% created man after his own ® Image and likenefle, filling
P CoTI9 A4, v g & S 3 1
4t him with all perfection of all naturall excellency and up-
Ecclef. 7. 37. rightnefle, free from all finne. ¢ But long he abode not 1n -
this honour, but by the? fubtiltic of the Serpent, which
dGen.3.1 4,5 Sty . : o
a Coretr. 3. Satan ufed as his inftrument, himfelfe with his Angels
: having {inned before, and not ¢ kept their firft eftate, but
juert & lefttheir owne habitations frftf Eve, then Adam Eein
fGen3.1,1.6 feduced did wittingly and willingly fall into difobedience:
;C'fl‘e“;-;';j; and tranfgreffion of the Commandement of their great
Gal3.22.  Creator, for the which death came upon al]? and. reigned
gRom:s.12. .gver all, {o that all fince the Fallare conceived in finne,
18,79« 1 and broughtforth in iniquitie, and fo by nature children
&6 23, tTio : :
Eph.2. 3. of wrath, and fervants of finne,{fubje&s of 8 death,and all

Rom, 5. 1% other




T be Confefsionof Faith.
other calamities dueto finneiin this world and for ever,
being confidered in the ftate of nature, without relation
to Chrift. ' '

A

A1l mankind being thus fal len,and become altogether
dead in finnesand trefpaffes, and fubject to the eternall
wrath of the great God by tranfgreffion; yet the eleés ;. .. ..
which God hath alovedwith aneverlafting love, are bre- Z(;;i ;_’ f}
decmed, quickned,and faved, not by themf{elves, neither Eph-t-3.7-
by theirown workes, left any man fhould boaft- himfelfe, &52 |
but wholly and onely by God of < his free grace apd mer- Aés 1338
cie through Jefus Chrift, who.of God is made unto us ¢ Cer.1.3°.
wifdome, right_eoufncffc, {an&1fication and redempti- iéor,,,,,.
on, that as it iswritten, Hee that rejoyceth, let him re- ler.g.13,24
joyceintheLords, 71wl 0] Yeid grid |
) | vi. ‘
a Joh17.3,

2 This therefore is life eternall, to know the onely true £.0 e

‘God;’ and whom hehath fent Jefus Chrift. * And on the jerass.6
contrary,the Lord will rendervengeance 14 flaming fire b2 Thefls.8.

to them that know not God, and obey not the Gofpel of 1?33
our Lord Iefus Chrift. o 75 o :

‘The Rule of this Knowledge, Faith, and Obedience; joh.s.35.
concerningthe wor(hip and fervice of God, qnc_l all other : ;l‘im«_&. 15
Chriftian duties, is not mans inventions, OpinIONS, devi- o ii. 8,23
ces, lawes, conftitutions, Of traditions unwritten what{0- Marth.15.9.
ever, but onely theword of God containedin the Cano- :
nicall Scriptures.. - e .

\ o} anpit o ML L7 oldsiskiines ,

In this written Word God hath plainly revealed pq,4.,,,,
whatfoever he haththoughe needfull for us to know;be- Hebr.r,a.
leeve, and acknowledge, touching the Nature and Office :};‘7“3 1y,
of Chrift, inwhomallthe promifes are Yea and Amen 1 Cor1a0..

tothe praife of God.
= Touching
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a Gcn.;;r §e ¢

 49.10.

jarer®s theingravenforme of hisbeing, Godwith him 2

_ g;‘:;;"}”;" <A lpiaham and David,towit,of (iary that blefled Vir-

| Hebaxs, - things like unto us, finne onely
1 13% i3

At . Touching hisOffice, » Jefus Chrift onely is made the

| ERlg6g - Go_d‘fdreyer{rrdre.

BEf.§3.10,
’! 8

g

= 4

" The Confefsionof Faith.

&21.18.& ’;'Téﬂgm@g{ﬁe Lowd Jefus, ‘of whom * <¥ofes and the

Dan,7.13.& Prophetswrote, and whom the Apoftles preached, is the

9.24,25,26. b Sonne of God the Father, the brightnefle of his glory,

: ne with
Colr.1.15, his holy Spitit, by whom he made the world, by whom
107 . he upholdsand governes all the workes hee hath'made |
¢ Gal. 4. 4. 2 ; =3 Spabo 1 >
dHeb 7.14. - Who alfo*when the fulnefle of time was come, was made
evs.s. with man of a4 woman, of the Tribe of ® Fudab, of the feed of

g5. - Bin,bytheholy Spirit comming upon her,and the powe
ﬁ;e‘s'j;wg of the moft High }:)’verﬁmadbwing'her,’ and was alfol_:gl aﬁ.

_ excepted,
nga.g.g'.gﬁ,; Tk X 19331 W ¢

1

ni. 2,9,

Hebs.as,  Mediator of the new Covehafit, even the everlafting Co-
‘1,;1;-{,&'«5-& venant of grace between God and Man, to® be erfeétly
1,0 87 24 and fully the P rophet; Prieftand King of the Church of
Adsg.31, . do b ToO 11t medio
aProv.23..  Untothis Office hee was fore-ordained from everla-
Efa4z-6.& fling, by the*authority ofthe Father, and in refpe@ of
Pfires 5, bis Manhood, from the womb called and feparated, and
4,1.-.&‘4;1,.';;: banointed alfo moft fully and ‘abundantly with all gifts—
3 vitlik4 neceflary, God baving without meafure pouredthegpié
Joh.z.14 16,7 Titupon bim. - i1 “' ! '
C : X1I. (B o1

&3.34. \ 211 §3007 |
In this Call the Scripture holds forth ‘two fpeciall
: things confiderable ; firft,che call to the O fice s fecondly,
achis ;1,6 the Office it felf. Firfl, that2none takes this honour but
- " hethatis eallediot God,as was Aaron, {o-alfo Chritt, it
.. beingapa&ion &efgeci&'uy*of God the Father; whereby 2
o s fpeerall covérane eing made,hee'ordaines 'vis Sonnd t6
this office: which Covenant is, that® Chrift Thould 36
- made




The (onfefSion of Faith.
made a Sacrifice for finne, that hee fhall fee his feed, and
prolong his dayes, and the pleafare ofthe Lord fhall ¢Efqr.:
profper in his hand 5 which calling therefore contains in ¢ gbfas e
it felfe * chufing, ¢ fore-ordaining, ¢ fending. Chufing re- ;.’:,,;',::‘,%
fpeéts the end, fore-ordaining the means, fending the ex- Efase.c.

ecution it felf, all of meere gracewithout any condition 5515

fore-feen, either in men,or in Chrift himfelfe. s
XIII.
So that this Office to be Mediator, that is,to be Pro- I Tims.f.

phet, Prieft, and King of the Church of God,is fo proper g:,‘:.';.'::,'
to Chrift, as neither in thewhole, norin any part there- A&-4.12.

: : LukeT, 33.
of, it can be transferred from him to any other. e

XIV.

This Office it felf towhich Chrift was called, is three- :vz?gxxa& 15,
fold, of * 2 Prophet , of b Prieft, & of <a King : this num- , i
ber and order of Officesis thewed;firft,by mens necefli- 6Pl 110, 3,
ties grievoufly labouring ¢ under ignorancg, by reafon o e
whereof they ftand in infinit neceffity ofthe Prophetical g o,

office of Chrift to relieve them. Secondly,alicnation f15 ¢ Plak .60

God, wherein they ftand in need of the Prieftly Officeto Chessnt
“reconcile them : Thirdly, our futter difability to return £Col.1.213]
to him,by which they ftand inneed of the power of Chrift chha;r‘ ot

in his Kingly Office to affift and govern them. 1oh. 6.44.

XV.

Touching the Prophefie of Chrift, it 1s that threby aToh.1.18. &

he hath * perfely revealed the whole will of God out of r-49-52. %

the bofome of the Father,that is necdfull for his fcrvantts sttt
e rat B o :

1




The (onfefsionof Faith.
to know, beleeve, and obey; and therefore is called not
smanh. 23. 10. onely a Prophet ;nd b3 Do&or,andthe ¢ Apoftle of cur
b B profeffion, and the? Angel of the Covenant ; but alfo the
. ;Eé{?r'.,!;--u.- vety e wifdome of God,and fthe treafures of wifdome

i quundéiﬁanding., v
: | XVIL

%That he might be fuch a Prophet as thereby tobeevery

. slohrad.& way complear, it was neceflary that he thould bee = God,
¥ and withall al{fo that he fhouldbe man 5 for unleffe hee
v+ " had been God, he could never have perfe@ly underftood
s1cornriae. thewill of God,® neither had he been able ‘to reveale it
. throughout allages ; andunléffe hee had been man, hee
- tAas3nwih could not fitly haveunfolded it in his “own perfonto

 Deuts8.as. ;
- Heb, 1.12. mane. ¢

&V, LL

' aTob. 17, 1. - Touching his Priefthood, Chrift* being confecrated,
gﬁ;f:"_’f' *" hath appeared once to put away finiic by. the ‘offering and
Ephet s - dactifice of himfelf;and to thisend hath fully performed

. cohme - and fufferedall thofe things by which God, ‘through the
... bloodofthat his Croffe inan‘acceptable facrifice, might

# smphaagns, reconcile his ele& onelyshand having broken downe the
‘Rom 834 - partition walland therwich finifhed & removed all thofe

_: o Rites, Shadowes, and Céremonies, is now entred within
- the Vaile, into'the Holy.of Holicft, that is, to the very
Heavens, and prefence of God, where he for ever liveth

and fitteth at the right hand of Majefty, appearing before

the face of his Father tg.make interceflion for fuchas

. cometothe Throne ofé reccbgf. that new and living ways

it and Dot that onely, b & makes his people 2 (pificuall

oha3324 Houfe, anholy Igri,eﬁho‘od, to offer up fpirituall facﬁri—
> ce




‘The Confefionof Faith.
ficeacceptableto God through him 3 neither doth the
Father accept, Of Chrift offer tothe Father any other
wor(hip or wor(hippers- '

XVIIL

This Priefthood was not le all, or temporary, but ac-
cordingto the order aof e chifedec; b pot by a carnall ngé’i,"; 7.
commandement, but by the power of an endleffe lifes ™~ 7

¢ not by anorderthat is weak and lame, but ftable and per- 4.7 515 |

20, 2%

fe@snot for a ¢ rime, but for ever, admitting no fucceflor, ¢ Fich. 734,25

but perpetuall and proper to Chrift;and of him thatever
liveth.Chrift him{elfe was the Prieft, Sacrifice and Al-

tar: he was < Prieft,according to both natures, heewas a <Heb.s.6.
{acrifice moft properly according to his humane nature :

- -

€ whence in the Scripture it-is wont to be attributed to his fHebao. fo.

body,to hisblood ; yet the chiefe force whereby this fa- phsglies .
crifice was made effeéuall, did depend upon his & divine Blasr 192

Matth2o. 38, -

nature, namely, that the Sonne of God did offer himflfe gA® 0.3,
for us: hewas the ®Altar properly according to his di- »Heb.5ne.
vine nature, it belonging to the Altar to fan&ifie that {1050
which is offered uponit,and fo it ought to be of greater Tohi7oge

dignity then the Sacrifice it fele.
O XIX.

\TQuchin(%his;Kin dome,* Chrift bein rifen fromthe « xGor.15.%
dead;afcernded intolieaven, fat on the right hand of 304 el
the Father, having all P‘o'wer: in héaven and earth, _giv_én z‘?: -
unto him, lie doth fpiritually overn his Ch\jifdﬁ, exerci- gy
fing his power ® over all Angels and Men, good"ahﬁ bad; yoloire

to the prefervation and falvation ofthe ele&@;to the over- e
. 2

ruling and deftru@ion of his enemies, which are the Re- Heb. ras
B John 267,85
2 probates, 3

il
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3 vertue,and fruit of his Prophefieand P

|
l
:

I 3

|

The Confefsion of Faith.
focknsa627. probates, ¢ communicating and applying the benefits,

riefthood to his
Gal.g.a2, 23,

Yohar ses.  Cleét, namely, tothe fubduing and ek
finnes, totheir juftification and adopti

and filiaf]

ing their hearts in faith
d John 134, & feare b}' his cver takes

pirit, whicl'_x ha\.ci-ng“ given it, he p
;2;,’,8,”-"& - away frpm them, but by it ftill begets and nouritheth jp
531’"}.'.'{53}. thegn f;u‘th, repentance, l(?ve, joy, h_ope, and _::111 heavgn-
Job. 33.29,30. lyhght»m the foule unto Immortality, notwithftandin

Cor. 32.7,%.9- through our own unbeliefe,and the temptations of Satap,
the fenfible fight of this light and love be clouded and

oJob 1. ;md ., OVErwhelmed for the time.<Andon the contrary, rulin
Chp. " " intheworld over his enemies, Satanjand a]] the veflels of

Py wrath, limiting,uﬁng,reﬁraining them by his mighty po-
¢ & juftice to the

;7;:3-'__17 1. Wenasfeems good in his divine wifdem
3 Bet.s. chap. execution of his determinate counfell , delivering them

| Upto areprobate mind,to be kept through their owp de-
ferts,indarknefleand fenfuality uato judgement.
. f ’

XX,

ic...x,.%,,, This Kingdome fhall be then fully perfeGted when hee

ther:  fhallthe fecond time come in glory to Ieigne among
Thetty 55,56, his Saints,and tobe admired of all them which doe be-
:Pﬁ; 133, 36, leeve, when he fhall put dewneall rule and authority up-
der his feet, that the glory of the F n

rfectly manifefted in his Sonne and the
g;thcx and the Sonne in all his members,




The (onfefsion of Faith.

XXI.

a John r5.13¢

That Chrift Jefus by his death did bring forth falva- £..55.5.%;;
tion and reconciliation onely for the* cle&, which were 3+ ’& >
thofewhich®God the Father gave him;& that the Gofpel z3x.
which s to be preached to all men as theground of faith, _—

is,that  Iefus is the Chrift, the Sonncof the ever-blefled §Mah-16-16:

God, filled with the perfection of all heavenly and fpi- ok Sy

rituall excellencies, and that falvation isonely and alone xicho sss. -

to be had through the beleeving in his Name.
XXII. \

_ That Faith is the 2 gifc of God wrouggit in the hearts a'Eph.2.e.
ofthe ele& by the Spirit of God, whereby they come to o G
fee,know,and beleeve the truth of bthe Scriptures; & not g%
onely fo, but the excellencie of themabove all other wri- i Igh.xy.;m
tings and things in theworld, as they hold forth theglory Ioh e
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chrift inhis
‘nature and offices, and the power of the fulneffe of the

Spiritin its workings and operations ; and thereupon

are inabled to caft the weight of their foules upon this

truth thus beleeved. ,
XXIIL

Thofe that have this: pretious faith wrotht in them yiu,.,, a

by the Spirit, cannever finally nor totally fall away; and Tohaig.x ™
though many ftormes and floods do arife and beat againft iffé;.’ o
them, yet they f(hall never be able to take them off-that ¢ ?
foundation and rock which by faiththeyare faftened up-
on, but fhallbe kept by the power of God to falvation, -

B.3 ' where.

T . - - - 3 s
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“ Eph.r.19.  Chrift from the dead;

=Col 2. 12,

L

& a1 Pet. 1. ¥,

The ConfefSion of Faith.
where they fhallenjoy their purchafed pofleffion, they
being formerly engraven'upon the palms of Gods hands.

KAV eio] Gi .

é‘gxﬁ-*@ﬁ. .. That faich s o‘tc}m‘afﬂy tfbégOt'by the prcéc-‘hing ofthe
T Cor. I, 21,

: Ae 2 Gofpel, orword of Chrift, without refpe& to Pan
b Rom. g«16, T i %
‘eRom.2.1, 2. POWEr or capacitiein the creature, but it is wholly © paf-

Ezck. 16. 6.

o FEIE S five, being dead in finnes and Hé&)a{fés,doth,bel'cevc, and

dRom. 1.16, 13 converted by no lefle power, then that which raifed

o4 b

XXV.

That the tenders of the C'o’fpel to the converfion of
aloh.3.1q,r¢ finners, is abfolutely free,noway requiringas abfolute-

&I1.12,

o ly neceffary, any qualifications, preparations, terrors of

, 2. §5. I. : : s ‘

- loh.7.37.  the Law, orpreceding Miniftery of the Law, but onely
omime.15: and alorie the naked foule, as a®finner and ungodly to re-
om.4. 5.

&s.8 . ceive Chriftyas crucified; dead, and buried, and rifen 2-
cA&.s.3031 gaine, being made-©a Princeand a Saviour for fuch fin-

&2, 36, . :
I Cor.1,23, RCES.

23,34, ; P S XXVI. ‘ 4
That the fame power that converts to faith in Clirift,
the fame power carries on the* foule ftill through all du-

ties, temptations, confliés, fufferings, and continually

b1 Cor1s.to what ever a Chriftian is, he is by *grace, and by a con-
;g‘ﬁ;;‘;{‘é ftantrenewed “operation from God, without which he

' cannot performé any: dutie to God, or undergoe any

e

2 Cor. 12.9.

Gal.2,19,30, [ :
- - temptations from Satan, theworld, ormen..

At e bl ¢ o ey B

- That God the Father, and;Sonne, and Spirit, is bng
' . : g 4 wit

>




The Confefsionof Faith.
with aau beleevers, in their b fulneffe, in < relations, das 4 t Thef1. 1.
head and members, <as houfe and inhabitants , as £ huf- gf‘,‘"‘*"“‘?i
band and wife , obe with him, as & light and love, S bt (G < 9,100
with him in his inheritance, and in 2ll his bglory; and &r.xg,”
that all belcevers by vertue of this union and onenefle 2331:2;7,
with God, are the adopted fonncs of God, and heires. Heb. 2.1 o e
with Chrift, co-heiresand joyat heires with bim ofthe ﬁclfl"' S
inheritance of all the promufes of this life,and thatwhich e Izpi:'z.s:;.
is to come. : ‘ }garfsl :;7 ]
XXVl'I_ 8 : iCo‘L’L‘I.’;. b
That thofe which have union with Chrift,are juftified ﬁﬁ?f > hoits
from all their ﬁnnes,Paﬂ,aprefent, and to come, by the ¢ Fobi e
bloud of Chrift ; which juftification wee conceive to be gcl":;f 14,
a g'racidus and free Pacquittance of a guiltie, finfull crea- .2 pa
ture, fromall finby God, through the fatisfadion that X9 3: S e
Chrift hath made by his death 3 and thisapplyed in the b AG i

manifeftationof it through faith. Rom. 5. I
3 3 R e s 5 8§ ¢ 055 4 ' 3. 15,30.
X E Xd ¢lene o s and _
That all beleevers are a holy and » fan&ified people, a1 Cor . Ix
et, 2. 9»

and that fan&ification is a fpiritall grace of thebnew ,p )

Covenant , and effeé of the ¢love of God, manifefted ¢: f.);; f;s.
to the foule , whereby the beleever, Is in ¢truth and rea- 4Eph 4. 714, 1
litie féparated,both in {oule'and body, from'al'lj'ﬁhfne and ‘
dead workes, through the < bloud of the everlafting Co-
venant . 'whereby he alfo prefleth after 2 heavenly and
Evangelicall per felion; in. obedience to all'the Com-

¢ Phil. 3 19,

{

mands, {which Chriftas beadand Kingn thisnew Co- /Mar 28,204
enant has preferibed OB i1 d o "

1210 I £

iR XX

Al beleevers theough the knoiviedge OF hct Jolti- “Fomy 51
o | - fication F

et L A s i i i
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i The Confefsion of Fuith.

.~ fication of life given by the Father, and brought forth
by the bloud of Chrift, have this a3 thejr great privi-

EEfa. 54. Yo, ledge of that new ® Covenant, peace with God, and re-

g2 Conciliation, whereby they that werc afarre off , were

Eph.2t3rs brought nigh by <that bloud, and have ( as the Scripture

dPhil.4.7.  fpeaks) peace ¢ pafling all underftanding, yea,joy in God,

¢ Rom.s. 10, through our Lord Jetus Chrift, by cwhom wee have re-
A ceived the Atonement.

. That all beleevers in the time of this life,
Ephéxors, tinuall warfare, combate, and oppofition
yCuvo 5. felfe, theworld, and the Devill,and liable ¢
Rev.s, 9,10 of affliGions » tribulations, and perfecut

fhall continue untill Chrift comes in kj
being predeftinated and appointed thereun
foever the Saints, any of them doe

God in this life, is onely by faith.

4

are inacon-
againft finne,
0 all manner
1ons, and fo
s Kingdome,
t0; and what-
poflefle or enjoy of

XXXII.

i&. 16. 33. That the onely ftrength by which the Saints are ina-
: “bledto incounter with all oppofition, and to overcome
allaffliGions, temptations, perfecutions, and tryalls, is

#2910 onely by Jefus Chrift, who s the Captain of their falva-
tion, being made perfe@ through fufferiugs, who hath

B ingaged his firength to afift them in all their affli&ions, i
% andto uphold them under all their temptations, and to

| preferve them by his power to his everlafting Kingdome. B

XXRBEE "

k
\
L
That Chrift bath here on carth a fpirituall Kingdome, !
Sy ‘ "which §

,«"“'.
A e R i
| R s
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The ConfefSion of Faith.
which is the Church, which be hath purchafed and re- a1 Cor. 1.3
deemed to himfelfe, as a peculiar inheritance : which ol
Church, as it is vifible to us, is a company of vifible A&, 16, 18-
a Saints,bcalled & feparated from the World,gy theword ! Thel. I-g5
and ¢ Spiritof God;to the vifible profeffion of the faith Eg?rigf g
of the Gofpel, being baptized into that faith, and joyned ¢ As3,37.
to the Lord, and each other, by mutuall agreement, in Vih AGs1%

the pra@ical injoyment of the ¢ Ordinances,commanded JRom.10.10.

by Chrift their head and King. = A& 2021
X Mar. 318, 15,
XXXIV. BLOIIINOT L
1 Pet; 2. %,

To this Church he hath 2 made his promifes, and gi~ «Mac. 2818, -

ven the fignes of his Covenant, prefence, love, blefling, ,'22% 13,

andproteétion : here are the fountains and prings of his »Ef.3.16, -

heavenly grace continually flowing forth;® thither ought { Tim. 3. 15 |
' . & 4. 16, :

211 men to come, of all eftates , that ackt}owledge himto g ¢.3.5.

be their Prophet;Prieft, and King, to be inrolled amongft A 4int7,

his houthold fervants, tobe under his heavenly conduct; et

and covernment, to lead their lives in his walled fheep- Epa. 2.15.

the Saints,that they may be made to be partakers of their |
inheritance in the Kingdome of God.  bYsod

fold, and watered garden, to have communion here with d

XX X Y.

And all his fervants are called thither, to prefent their i Cor.2, 6.7,
bodies and foules, and tobring their gifts God hath gi- S 18, .
ven them ; {o being come, they are here by himfelfe be- (Pt
fowed in their feveralt order, peculiar place,due ufe, be- Eph. 4.16.
ing fitly compa& and knit together, according to the ef- %o;’r::z
fe%cuall working of every part, to the edification Of it cothcend, 5
felfe in love. : PG iie 2 WA : »

| : C XXXVI,

'

1
1
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- The Confe/:‘ioé of Faith.

XXXVI.

¢A@sr.3.  Thatbeing thus joyned, every Church has * power gj.
&6

e 2¢ Ven them from Chrift for their better well-bein
vt 16.3. choofe to themfelves meet p
éRom.12.7,8 b Pafors, Teachers, E[gers, Deacqns, :
vt cording to the Word, a5 thofe which Chrift has 3

_ 3Cor.12.8.28 cAng i :
1Tim.3.chap. ted in his Teftamcnt2 forthe feedip
Heb.13.7. 3. 2nd building up of his C hurch,and
"N " powerto impofe them, either thefe

8 governing, ferving,
that none other have
or any other.

y XXXVIL

| fg‘,’;".;‘; That the Minifters aforefaid, lawfully called by the
1Tim. 4.14. Chureh, where they are to adminifter » ought to conti-

| Job-10.3, 4. nue in their calling, according to Gods Ordinance, and
A&s 30. 28, hri
rift comm

/

Rom.12.7,8, carefully to feed the flock of

| XXXVIIL

1Cors.7.14.  That the due maintenance of the o)

\Gal6.6.  fhould be the free and voluntary communication of the
I Thel 5.13.

1.+ Church, that according to Chrifts Ordinance, they that
',];',m' i Preach the Gofpel, thould live op the Gofpel,

Phil4.15,16: confraint to be compelled from the people by a forced

thcers aforefaid,

fefling

o
i = 37

g, to
erfons into the office of

being qualified a¢-
ppoin-

g = e

s

' itted to them,
Heb13.7.07, not for filthy lucre, but of 2 ready minde.,

- = e -
oy ps oy peef LA

aw,

XXXIX.
Mai28.18,50  That Baptifme is an Ordinance of the new Teftament, &
Mazk. 16,36, given by Cgriﬁ,go be difpenfed onely upon perfons pro-

/.E' e A PR T e R Q



The C OﬂfEI;l;;é of Fuith.

feffing faith, or that are Difciples, or tal:th, who upon Aass.g,ss.

{ i 2 8.36,
a profeffion of faith, ought te bebaptize 21836" 37,38
XL. '
The word

The way and manner of the = difpenfing of this Ordi- Bapeizo,figni-
nance, the Scripture holds out to be dipping or plung- i t dip
ing the whole body under water :it being a ﬁénc, muftan- ye o ;a;iﬁ’,

fwer the thing fignified, which are thefe : firft,the Pwafh- convenicnc

ing the whole foule in the bloud of Chrift : Secondly, e

o

i that intereft the Saints have in the cdeath, buria.ll, and re- minifiracor

" furredion 3 thirdly,together witha confirmation ofour 2¢fubjedt,
faith, that as certainly as the body is buried under water, geq;c.

and rifeth againe, o certainly fhall the bodies of the zMac.3. 16.

: Saints be raifed by the power of Chrift, in the day of the o |

i refurre&ion, to reignewith Chrift. Ig{;v} r. |

5 } XLI : wich H?:L!xo, \
ﬂ‘d j . : : cRom.6.3, 4.5 \
o ~ The perfons defigned by Chrift, to difpenfe this Or- d:s?:;-.xf.

§ dinance, the * Scriptures hold forth to be a preaching .Ef, 3. ts.

2 Difciple, it being no where tyed to aparticular Church, Mas A1GATY
il Officer, or perfon.e:.:traogdman!y fen_t, the Commiffion John ‘f'!’ .
* injoyning the adminiftration, being given to them under A&s zo, 7.

no other confideration, but as confidered Difciples. Mat. 26. 26,

XLII

‘Chrift has likewife given power to his whole Churéh A&s2. 47,

Y s way of Excommunication, Rom-16. s,
to receive in and caft out, by way f mimun  Math.18,17;

any member 5 and this power is gi\:c‘n toevery par:igula; 1 Corogoight.
Cotigregation , and not one particular perfon, either 2 Cor.2i67, |
x'nem%er or Officer, but the whole. ' G .

: Ca And
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“The Confefsion of Faith,
i ol 4 544 fhog

And every particular member of each Chufch , how

k ,4.\>ht.;“§8;15':'
3 17,18, : ; 2
- Ag.1r.3,3. CXcellent, great, or learned foever, ought to be fubje to

1 Tim. 5. 19, this cenfure and judgement of Chrift 5 and the Church

~*%Me . oughtwith great care and tenderneffe » with due advice
. toproceedagainit her members. :
Q2 e Ok Thm S i gl % |
238207, Andas Chrift for the 4 keeping of this Church in holy
o and orderly Communion, placeth fome fpeciall men
,13,17.24 £
Mar.22. 25. overthe Church, who bzr. their office are to governe, O-
li

I Thels.tg, yerfee, vifit, watch ; {o likewife for the bettcrwkeepin ;
bMark, 13. ‘ S

S bt o , ; 12
3437, thereof in all places, by the members,he hath given bau-
ciLer.  thoritie,and laid dutic upon all, towatch over one ano-
T Thef g.171, ther ,

Judever.3.20 ;
Hebao.34,35 ALV
& 13,75, &

. aCorrach.  Thatalfo fuch to whom God hath given gifts, being-
; i‘;‘:y‘- o1, tryed in the Church, may and ought by the appointment

. r'Cor.12., Ofthe Coangre; ation, to ,prqpheﬁe,according tothe pro-

\ *TheC s, 17, portion of faith, 20d fo to teach publickly the Word of
ST Ged,for ‘the edification, etx’h()[.‘(tat:‘ipﬁfa'pd;ébnifqlfgpf
® the Chur¢h. b R TR

XLVI.
| Re..x;  Thus being rightly gathéfécf,’éﬁablifhcd,and ftill pro-

- Qupes.  ceedingin Chriftian communion, and obedience of the
oo, GOfpel of Chrift, none ought to feparate for faults and
oy T Corruptions, which may, and as ],3“% as the ghgrel} con-
| B fiftsof ufa.nifub;;&.i:o,éimgs;,, will fall out and arife -a-
- mx.isg0 mong® them, even in tric ,cogﬁ;gitca ‘(ﬁi@gés,gqm;;u

3 +r . » ‘g 3 £ ddgii s L
1eonsS  they have in due ordet fought redreffe thereo
< g : s e And,

AT




The Confefsionof Faith.
orirect sw it dedlo o stiul -

And although the particular Congregations be diftint
and feverall Bodies, every one as a compaét and knit Ci- Mg
tiein it felfe ; yet arcthey allto walk by one and the fame § i v o
Rule, and by all meanes convenient to have the counfell {Tim 3 a5
and help one of another in all needfull affairesof the Revar sl
Church, s members of one body in the common faith £5%4% 13,

under Chritt their onely head.
' revs EATRR bor

: “"“‘““& il

That a civill Magiftracic is an ordinance of Godfet up . o
by God for the punifhment of cvill doers, and for the Pt s gl
praifc of them that.doe well; and that inalllawfull things " "™**
commandzd by them, fubje@ion ought to be given by us
inthe Lord : and that we are to make fupplication and
prayer for Kings,and all thatare in authority, that under
them we may live a peaceable and quict life inallgodlines o

and honefty. :

Tl fupreme Magiftracic of this Kingdome e beleeve - ' g
tobe the King and Parlizment feely chofen by ehe King- ~ oo = \
dome,and that in all thofe civill Laives which ‘have been T
a@ed by them , or for the prefent is or fhall be ordained, :
weare’bound to yeeld fubjection and’ obedience unto in 1
the Lord, asconceiving our felves'bound to defend both - g
the perfons of thofe thus chofen,’ and allcivill Lawes — °
t‘t’i&;é,wxhc‘ -,w'i'tli‘q‘ﬂt?erfgﬁsﬂ;libe:tic_s,and eftates,with »
'thatis called otr's, a though we thould fuffer neverfo =

a1 twe fhould fuffer never fo
AR Fom chem in not 2&ively fubmicting to fome Ec-
A Mgt BacbBCEN By he s

.
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- The (onfefsionof Faith.
betheir duties to eftablifh,which we for the prefentcould

not fee,nor our confciences could fubmit unto; yetare
we bound to yeeld our perfons to their pleafures.

L.

And it God hould provide fuch a mercie for us, zs to
pa et incline the Magiftrates hearts fo for to tender our con-

Ads2ar {ciences, as that we might bee prote@ed by them from
: wrong,injury,oppreffion and moleftation, which lengwe
] . formerly have groaned under by the tyranny and oppref-

fion of the Prelaticall Hierarchy, which God through
mercy hath made this prefent King and Parliament won-

v derfull honourable, as an inffrument in his hand,to throw

dowane ; and we thereby have had fome breathing time,
we thall,we hope, look at it as amercy beyond our expe-
tation, and conceive our felves further engaged for ever
to blefle God for it.

LI.
& But if God with-hold the Magiftrates allowance and
a 2.40,41.

410k 3. furtherance herein 5 2yet we muft notwithftanding pro-
4 19.& 5.28. : ‘A% . . .
R ceed together inChriftian communion,not daring to give

| Bhilsasta,. place to fufpend our praife,but towalk in obedience to

s X Chrift in the profeffionand holding forth this faith be-
57510423, 23, 2 P 3 3 g E. &
ngzg'h«“-m fore mentioned ,even in the midft of all trialls and afHi-

1 Tims.13,14,” (E10MS, DOt 2ccounting our %oods, lands, wives, children,
1

Romiz.1,8. fathers,mothers, bret ren, fifters, yea, and our own lives
2 Cor. 14, 37.

aTim. 4.5, dear untous, fo we may finith our courfe with joy : re-

o1 membring alwayes we ought to® ob? God rather then
Gal, 2.4, 5. € . 1 d 83 ) ¢ 8w oy LAl
men,and grounding upon the comman ement, commiffi-

onand promife of our Lord and mafier Jefus Chrift,who

A , Gt




